HEREDITY. ,

of the inspectors who play so great a part in modern
society, to examine infants, and get rid of those who
were thus distinguished, by the means now adopted
in the case of superfluous puppies. One objection to
this system is, of course, that men of science have
not yet shown that they are qualified for exercising
such a supervision ; and there are other difficulties
upon which I need not dwell. This much, indeed,
we may grant without any scientific prepossessions
whatever. It is clearly very desirable that every
generation should raise up for its successors as many
children with sturdy bodies and vigorous brains as
possible; and it is to be hoped that the objection to
transmitting disease and imbecility may be more
generally recognised, and, in some shape or other,
have an influence even upon the strongest passions.
But I am only concerned with the general theory,
which, if I understand it rightly, would appear to
imply that the characteristics of a society are
irrevocably fixed by the characteristics of the children
born into it; and, whether this theory be true or
false, we must admit that it has a considerable bear-
ing upon morality. If, in fact, we hold it to be
rigidly true, we should have to suppose that no
serious improvement can be produced in society at
large, except by breeding a superior race of men.
This, again, is a discouraging prospect. Let me